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VOL. XIV AIR CORPS WNEWS NO. 1 
Infermatien Division a ; Munitions Building 
Air Corps January 16, 1930 Washingten,D.C. 








The chief purpcse cf this publicaticn is tc distribute infcrmaticn cn 
aercnautics te the flying persennel in the Regular Army, Reserve Cerps, Naticnal 
Guard, and cthers ccnnected with aviaticn. 

---000--- 


GREETINGS FROM MR. DAVISON 


I wish to take this opportunity to extend to the officers, non-commissioned 


jofficers, the enlisted men of the Army Air Corps and their families my most 


heartfelt wishes for a New Year full of hapniness and contentment. 

Important legislation, dealing with materiel as well as personnel, has 
been studied and discussed by Congress for some time, and I share with all of 
you the sincere hope that those deliberations will bear fruit this year. 

F. TRUBEE DAVISON, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


-~-900--— 
AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL DEFEATS FOG 


They say that the darkest hour usually comes before dawn, but according 
to the following story just submitted by the News Letter Correspondent from 
Langley Field, Va., the above situation was entirely reversed, the dark hour 
coming just before sunset. 

Our Correspondent goes on to say that the Air Corps Tactical School during 
the afternoon of December 17th met the old enemy of airmen, fog, and though the 
battle which followed was not decisive, the honors, if any, lay with the School 
pilots, who suffered no casualties of any kind to personnel, the only losses 
being one airplane completely wrecked and another damaged so that it will 
require complete overhaul. 

It all happened late in the afternoon of a day which had been given over 
to an all-day practical problem under the supervision of 1st Lieut. Clayton L. 
Bissell, A.C., Pursuit Instructor in the Tactical School. The entire command, 
consisting of eighteen Pursuit ships and eight two-seaters, had been sent on 
the last mission of the day and was to land on the Langley Field airdrome at 
4:45 P.M. This plan must have been known to the enemy, for at about 4:00 P.M. 
a fog rolled in from the east and in a few minutes the post was obscured. 


, Thus, a new situation was suddenly injected into this particular problem and, 


in view of the fact that the Pursuit ships would have about exhausted their 
gasoline supply, quick action was necessary. 

At about 4:45 the first airplanes were heard flying toward the field. All 
landing lights, cbstacle lights and the beacon had been turned on to guide the 
pilots, and arrangements were made to burn magnesium flares on the flying 
field in the hope that the pilots would be able to see them. Signal lights 
were fired.from the ground and from the water tank. Vertical visibility ap- 
peared to be better than lateral visibility, but the pilots would require 
visibility in all directions to land successfully. 

Soon there were many airplanes flying over the field and evidently some 
of the pilots were attempting to land. Two three-ship formations could be 
dimly seen flying over the field at about 500 feet. The fact that they were 
keeping a fairly close formation indicated that they were not in the fog at 
that altitude. Then it was evident that a Pursuit ship was attempting to land. 
It could be heard as it glided in, the pilot evidently feeling for the field. 
The next sound indicated that it was on.the ground and taxying to the line. 
The pilot was 2nd:Lieut. E.M. Day,A.C. He stated that after flying around in 
what he thought was the vicinity of the field he suddenly saw the beacon only 
a Short distance away. That gave him his location and down to the landing he 
came, gradually feeling his way. °‘” | 

Then came a telephone eall that a'ship had crashed on "Tom Jones" farm 
near New Bridge Creek on the Back River Road. Meager information - but a Med- 
ical Officer, an Engineering Officer and crew were dispatched to lecate ii. 

It turned out to be Capt. H.W.Flickinger who had ‘struck a tree in landing the 
U.S.M.C, F603 which he was flying, completely washing out thé ship, but coming 
ne V-5969,A.C. 
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out of it himself uninjured. 

In the meantime, three other single-seaters had landed on the airdrome 
and had taxyed tc the hangars. Rumors were being spread to the effect that two 
pilots had jumed and that a ship had crashed near the airship hangar. None of 
these rumors had any foundation. 

A little after five a telephone call came reporting several ships dom 
near Hilton Village, without injury to pilots or ships except Major B.K.Yount, 
A.C., who had been injured when his P-1 was wrecked in landing. However, it 
wasn't long befcre Major Yount called by phone to deny that he had even so 
much aS a scratch. This report lessened the tension to a great degree, but 
there were still twelve airplanes.to be accounted for. Several minutes passed 
without news. - The. single-seaters must be on the ground as their gas supply 

. must. be exhausted. The two-seaters 
had sufficient fuel to go to Richmond, or further if necessary. Finally a 
phone call came. Name after name was given over. the phone and the list was 
checked against that on the Schocl Operations blackboard. Every ship and every 
pilot was accounted for. Personnel 0.K. - two ships wrecked. A yell of joy 
went up from the crowd assembled in the office. Who cared about two ships when 
the nilets were all right? The Commandant and the Assistant Commandant slapped 
each other on the back, beth talking at ence in a relief from the tensicen and 
expressing jey that all was well after a hectic, harrewing heur. 

As for the ships which were several miles frem the field and must be 
breught back -- ask the Enginecring Officer. 

~--000--- 


AIR CORPS TO PHOTOGRAPH PREHISTORIC CANALS’ IN ARIZONA 


Uvon the request of Smithsonian Institute officials the Assistant Secretary 
of War for Aeronautics, Honorable. F. Trubee Davison, has authorized the Army 
Air Corps to make aerial photographs of prehistoric irrigation canals near 
Phoenix, Arizona. From an archeological standpoint, these ancient canals are 
extremely interesting and ‘of great value as a subject of study. They are fast 
becoming obliterated by local farmers and present-day irrigation projects. 
The canals are situated along the Gila and Salt Rivers. 

An.officer pilot, enlisted photographer and airplane are being ordered from | 
Crissy Field, San Francisco, California, for the purpose. ,; 

---000--- 


“INTERMEDIATE LANDING FIELD ESTABLISHED AT MIDLAND, TEXAS 


. The Secretary of War has authcrized. the establishment of an intermediate 
landing field at Midland, Texas. The persennel for this field will consist of ‘ 
four enlisted men of the Air Corps and two from the Signal Corps. 

The Chief Signal Officer, Majcer-General Gecrge S. Gibbs, will furnish the 
necessary metecrolegical perscnnel and equipment for the establishment of the 
necessary metecrclegical service at the field. The citizens cf Midland have 
agreed to dismantle a surplus hangar at Biggs Field, Fert Bliss, Texas, and re- 
erect it at Midland. They have alse agreed tc ccnstruct buildings to house 
the personnel of the field... 

The perscnnel fer the manning ef the field will be sent tc Midland when 
the necessary nuk tinge for it have been provided. , 

: pie 





NEW ATRPLANES FOR THE USE OF THE NATIONAL GUARD } 


One new airplane, Observaticn type, has been assigned we the lieth Observa- 
tien Squadren, Connecticut National Guard, stationed at Hartford, Connecticut, 
ene te the 104th Observaticn Squadren, Maryland Naticnal Guard, staticned at 
Baltimere, Maryland, and*ene tc the llth Observaticn Squadren, Texas Naticnal 
Guard, staticned at Heusten; Texas. | 

These planes will: be ferried frem the factory te their hosie- stations by 
Regular Army personnel on duty with the National Guard of the state concerned. 

When delivery of: the planes has been: completed each of these squadrons 
or five sveflatie wae of: this type ready for use. 
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LET'S! GET ACQUAINTED ~ 


Under the above title, Major S.T.Stewart, U.S.Army, contributed an inter- 
esting article in the December issue of the Coast Artillery Journal, which we 
take the liberty cf quoting below, as fcllows: 

"Shortly after the war the Ccast Artillery Journal published a story abcut 
an officer whe believed pricr tc 1917, that the Ceast Artillery had stagnated, 
that it was "tied to the cencrete" and had ne future. He therefcre transferred 
te the Cavalry and later, when the war came had tc beccme a Field Artilleryman 
to see action. The peint is that at the time the stcry was published we were 
realizing we had cur hands full with tractcr and railread artillery, anti-air- 
craft guns and equipment, and a few cther things which had develeped during the 
war and carried with them many unsclved preblems aaa te interest any man 

and challenge the best cf us. 

"T am inclined to believe that many people in pr out of the Army - but 
particularly those out - even'now think the Coast Artillery is on its last legs. 


‘This is evidenced by the "Flash" which went over the country announcing that 


the Coast Artillery was to be discontinued as a result of the President's 
"Retrenchment Study". 
"Azain we see in LIBERTY MAGAZINE a partisan of the "Sky Army" stating 
that the coast defenders might: just as well begin to look for other jobs. 
"Lord save us}! If these people only knew what we know they would know we 
have plenty of jebs right now and that the Air Corps, far from wanting us 
thrown out, realize we are their best friends; that we are not rival branches 


‘but complementary-auxiliary arms both respecting and needing the other, both 


seeing greater possibilities in the future. The tactics - or why and wherefore 
of this is another story (known (?) to graduates of Leavenwerth at any rate) 
and teo long for this one, but if the general public were better acquainted 
With us, they would not be se apt to write such things - cr believe them,either. 

"The Air Corps has grown in the last decade and its possibilities are tre- 
mendous =~ Sc much se that any man's guess for the future is as goed as ancther's. 
But so have WE grewn, The reasen air fcrces are sc much talked abcut is that 
aviatien is being carried fcrward in civil life as well as military. It is 
new and it appeals te the public. 

"The work ef the Ceast Artillery is almest. purely a military science and 
its prometion is the result cf hard, intensive study by the Corps cn remete 
pests, by Ordnance and Signal Cerps in pr¢ving grcund cr in laberatery, cr by 
Staff studies cr ctherwise - in'ways not known to the civilian, without blar- 


‘ing of trumpets or flashing across the sky. 


"The people simply do not realize what is going on. One personal example 
was when a lady in Honolulu informed me that Diamond Head contained the great- 
est guns in the world; that twelve-inch mortars were there shooting tem miles - 
"and wasn't it wonderful". The day before I had seen a sixteen-inch gun seven- 
ty-five feet long shoot a projectile, weighing almost as much as the mortar 
over forty thousand yards, and it wasn't in Diamond Head, either. I had seen 
Captain Braly's battery of anti-aircraft guns, old model, cut the towline of 
an anti-aircraft target at night at the ceiling. And she didn't Imow THAT. 

"Many people $till think of us as immobile troops, living a life of ease 
in pleasant houses on the water front, ready to point obsclete guns at obsolete 
battleships when they get too close to shore. 

"What does the general public know cf subaqueous range finding, of rail- 
way artillery, of remote and electrically controlled anti-aircraft equipment, 
of automatic belt-fed anti-aircraft machine guns - four in ene, or the use of 
these weapcns to make a safe rendezvous for the Navy er te cover a division, 


-cerps er army area? What dees it know cf beach defense against an cverseas 


expedition? If net, why net? It is easy tc say "Let's get acquainted", but 
ancther story to carry this out in these days of "No leave in the summer time". 
"Much of our stuff IS scientific and dry. Anti-aircraft target practice 
can not be carried out over New York City and aviators are not voluntarily ex- 
pendable, but there is much that can be made of interest, much that can be 
gone if there is the will and IF A THING HAS TO BE DONE, IT CAN BE DONE. 
"There is the old story of the two frogs who fell into the pail of milk. 
One said, "The sides are high, there is no fdoting to let me jump out, so there 
is nothing for me to do but die" - and he did. The other one said, "I can 
swim. I'm alive. Something may turn up." He kept paddling, churned a cake 
of butter and jumped over the. side of the pail. If, therefore, we think that 
aie se V-5969,A.C. 











the work of gaining public contact is hard,‘ or ‘if various ways suggested seem 

puerile or foclish, just keep paddling and butter may form under our feet. 

We never ‘khowW what will happen until we try. 

-“Several ways of keeping in touch with the ceople Alene Sete eraine 
first, the Reserve and tne National Guard officer. He is, in everyday life, 
a civilian yut he-is interested in the Ccast Artillery (or some other. branch) 
or he would not hold the commission. Although a part of the "One Big Army" 
he is also a part cf the generel public, with-contacts and influence not open 
to the Regular establishment. Why not make him feel at home at the nearest 
post? On some posts there may be an officer narticularly fitted for making 
these contacts, one who could bear the brunt of this work. But if not, it 
would be a good thing for every officer ‘to know that the "01d man" wanted every 
Reserve officer or R.O.T.C. student to know that he was welcome on the post as 
a member of the Army, welcome at the mess or club, welcome to watch drills, at 
target practice, or to poke around: the supply room or battery and see and feel 
army equipment, to know what is going on. I believe, the average Reserve offi- 
cer would pay his cwn way - that is, not expect any expenditure by way of en- 
tertainment, or, if he received it, would pay back in enlarged measure. That 
has been my exoerience cover a gcod many years in various kinds of work. The. 
college man may need some education along this: line due to youth and inexper- 
ience, but many cf them would be glad te eat in the battery mess, and pay for e 
it, just tc get inte the atmosphere. Many. cfficers and candidates weuld like é 
to watch the preparaticn ef a mess in an army pres watch an inspecticn, cr 
view the daily drill. 

"There are a hundred thrills in a harbor. iotenie fer the average civilian. 

' Why net invite the public tc partake cf.an army meal cn the day cf a big shect 
er a special review? Make previsi¢n cnly fer these woc drep a line cr telephene 
Saying they will be there and pay their fifty cents, Sceme cther day have the 

“Legion and Veterans cf Fereign Wars as a select grcup. 

‘The officer on Organized Reserve or National: Suard duty can let it be 
’ known that he will always be. glad to see those interested in military affairs, 
that he has the latest: army directory, latest army regulations, or training 
regulations. Lots of ways he can find to make himself known and to:make friends 
if he keeps oaddling. ’ 

‘Then comes the general public. When I was at Jefferson Barracks. a few 
years ago twenty-three thousand people responded to the invitation;of the Com- 
manding Officer to come out for a Memorial Day celebration. He made. a speech 
Which was reported in the newspapers and reached thousands of others. Coast 
Artillery posts near large cities have an unusual opportunity to stage events 
of this sort and in these days of the.automobile and. good roads anything up 
‘to one hundred miles is neighborly. But the general public must be made. to 
feel: welcome, to know that they are not going to be stopped or embarrassed by 
a sentry, that they may dare go inside the sate without scmething unpleasant 
happening. Put up a sign board at the entrance, -"Visitors welcome", in big 
letters and under it, "For information apply at Bldg. Ne. 10". If there are 
Spots which they should net visit, a neat, well-painted notice (not a wern-out 
dingy one which lecks like a war relic) ought te steer them right. Automobil- 
‘ists teday are accustemed te watching signs and have: learned that it pays to 
“@bserve them. Allcw them near the batteries and.cn special days have the gun 
cemmanders and pletters arcund te explain things... 

"Last but not least are the newspapers and news reels. If I were a pest 
commander of Fort "“Sixteen-Inch" or Fort "Room 21, Federal Building", I would 
make it a point to know at least one reporter or city editor.on each paper in 
my neighborhood (Remember that one hundred miles.) and I would: see. to it. that 
every time Something hannened or was going to happen,-that they knew about it. 

IT’ would see to it that they felt at home im my headquarters, free to drop in 
‘ whenever they felt like it,’ and glad to see me if I called at theirs. And that 
if on any particular occasion I had on my hardboiled face, they would know that 
behind it:was the possibility of a grin and a human point of. view. .I would 
have a feature writer ride the tug at mine practice, correspondents ride a 
plane at an anti-aircraft shoot, stand beside the group of battery commanders 
and see them sweat and swear, later telling them what it: was all about. Human 
interest is what they are after and they could find it. This goes for the. 
photographers,: too. 

"Some ‘one. in every organization should be on the Lonterut for stories with 
news value. Some. one person should collectthese, if on a large post, edit 
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them and see that they got out while hot, even if the editing suffered. That 


is another thing all papers want and appreciate. If I didn't know news value 
‘I would get some military intelligence Reserve man to put me wise. That is 


o- 


a "can do". Item: As a major of the Reserve has, to my knowledge, in the past 
several years, guided the publicity of a whele corps area just because, being 
a mighty decent, busy sort of a chap, he appreciated a little interest and 
“Welcome, gled to see you" at the right time. 

"We have many things in the Coast Artillery which are, in spite of the 
technical aspect of some of them, of great potential news value, particularly 
for newspaper feature sections. Some of them need the point of view of the 
trained writer to translate them for the general public. Some of them will 
interest technical men and some the military "bug". The October JOURNAL con-: 
tains two such stories: "What We Have Done with the 155 GPF" and "What Captain 
Braly Did with His 'B' Battery". "The Sound Locating Horn, What It Is, and 
How It Came About", is another one. Possibly the editor of the JOURNAL ought 
to add this work to his list of duties. 

’ "Talks on the more technical subjects should be of interest to engineering 
societies. We have many able men in the corps and it should not be difficult 
to obtain recognition for them. Bodies of insurance men would be interested 
in a talk on the "Coast Artillery as Insurance". The Kiwanis, Rotary, City 
Clubs, and business men's organizations of many kinds would welcome officers 
as Speakers at their luncheons or dinners with carefully thought out and pre- 
pared papers discussing any one of a dozen topics with which we are familiar. 
"What the Coast Artillery is Deing", "How to Hit an Airplane by Day or Night", 
"Controlled Mines and How They Are Handled", "The Anti-Aircraft Regiment in 
Attack and Defense", are suggesticns. 

"If I were a post commander, I weuld have the name of every efficer, past 
or future, Regular or Reserve, in my neighberhecd, and at least ence a year 
I weuld have an cpen house of some kind, and see that a perscnal invitation 
went tc every one cf them te come and get acquainted. Every efficer cn the 
post would be a member of the recepticn committee and de his part te make 
every one happy. 

"TI would de likewise with city and gevernment cfficials and see that any 
friends they sent cut at any time with a card of intreduction were shewn every 
ceurtesy pessible. It weuld net be difficult te lead cenversaticn inte inter- 
esting channels. Let the nublic intc cur cenfidence, whether just curicus, 
whether after news, cr just plain "bug" and see what happens. Out cf little 
things big cnes grew. WE knew what we have, let the cthers find cut. Let's 
get acquainted. 

---C0¢ --~ 


WOODEN TROPHY CHANGES HANDS FREQUENTLY 


Several cfficers have displayed remarkable ability in landing Amphibians 
en the Field with their wheels up, acccrding tc the News Letter Cerrespendent 
frem Luke Field, T.H. He gces on te say that nene cf these so-called dry land- 
ings were very serious or damaged any of the ships, and that it is remarkable 
what these "ducks" will stand and still fly away. 

Major Maxwell Kirby, Commanding Officer of Luke Field, has donated a Wooden 
Loving Cup, and each dry-landing earns a handle on this trophy for the pilot 
concerned. Thus far the following pilots have earned this doubtful honor: 
Lieuts. Russell L. Williamson, George V. McPike, Thomas L. Gilbert, Harold Lee 
George, Captains Calvin EB. Giffin and Frank H. Pritchard. 

---000--- 


ALTITUDE RECORD AT ROCKWELL FIELD, CALIF. 


Lieut. Norman H. Ives, Air Corps, attached to the 95th Pursuit Squadron at: 


* Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., does not appear to be superstitiously in- 


clined. On the prize "Jinx" day of them all, Friday, December 13th, he took 
off in a Boeing P-l2 airplane, equipped with a military.load, and reached an - 
altitude of 30,000 feet. 

The News Letter Correspondent believes this to be the record altitude for 
Pursuit planes. He states that any knowledge as to greater altitudes will be. 
appreciated but adds that until same is received Rockwell Field will wnbinienel 
that it holds hace record. 
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RESUME. OF ILITARY AVIATION FOR 1929 _ 


A resumé of the. activities of the Army Air. Corps for 1929 indicates that 
it was a satisfactory. year in accomplishments and progress in all departments 
of aviation. Satisfactory results in aeronautical engineering were obtained; 
several record flights were made by Army flyers and the training in the schcols 


and threugheut the Air Cerps has shewn imprevement. beth in the number whe have ~. 


graduated frem the scheols and in \the. character of the training. . 

Barly in 1929 the Air. Cerps Materiel Division at Wright Field, Ohic, an- 
neunced the final.successful tests en what is popularly kmcwn as the "Prestone- 
cecling" system fer liquid-cecled. airplane metcrs. Through the use of this 
liquid, glycol-ethylene, for motor'ceeling they succeeded in reducing the size 
of the radiator 70% and decreasing: the weight considerably. This system was 


given a thorough service test in a-:small.single-seater Pursuit plane, a Curtiss 


"Hawk", powered with a 12-cylinder Curtiss V-type motor:of 400 horsepower. One 
glance at tnis airplane so equipped, with its sleek, racy lines, is sufficient 
to make one realize the advantages obtained by the use of this cooling aystem, 
Buch as weizht. reduction and- increased. ‘Streamlining of fuselage. 

This vast. year has also.seen the last of the famous Liberty motors as a. 
Standard installation for Army planes.. Born. during the war, and changed in 
Small details from time to time, this. motor. outlived its usefulness and was. 
replaced with more modern types, both air and liquid-cooled. The appropria-‘ 
tions Act forthe current fiscal year sounds. its death knell. "None of the. 
money appropriated in.this Act", it says, "Shall be used for the purchase of - 
any airplane, ordered after the approval of this Act, which is equipped or 
propelled by a Liberty motor or by any motor or airplane engine purchased or 
constructed pricr to July 1, 1920." 

New equipment has been:-the order. of. the year. Pursuit planes have had 
motors equipped with Prestone-cocling systems and with superchargers. Many. 
Observation planes have recently been ordered, one type with water-cooled 
motors for tactical units and the other: type with dual controls and air-cooled 
motors.for use as advanced training planes. 

. Very important in one respect is the adoption of the heavy Bombardment 
plane, known to us.as the "B-2" and outside of the service as the "Curtiss , 
Condor Bomber". This dual motored plane is an adaptation of the Curtiss 
Condor transport and is the first case in which the Air Corps has adopted a. 
truly "convertible" plane, one that in the event of an emergency could be. i 
converted from a commercial to a military plane either on the production line 
at the factory or at a repair depot from planes actually engaged in commercial 
aviation at the time. 

In the latter part of 1929, a radical departure from the past was made 
when a dual-motored, three-place monoplane was ordered for contemplated service 
test as a long-range Observation plane; and a.two-place Pursuit plane was or- 
dered for similar tests. The May maneuvers in Ohio confirmed previous ideas... 
on the need of these two types. 

Training activities were carried on with the usual vigor. During the 
past year 57 officers, 2 ncn-commissioned officers and 244 flying cadets were 
graduated as pilots from the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, and 
12 others graduated fiom ihe Special Observers! Course at this same school. 
There were 577 grooves from courses. given at the Air Corps Technical School 


at Chanute Field, Illinois. Of these, 13 were officers, 517 Air Corps enlist~_ 


ed men and the romain! ng 47 were from other arms of the Government service 


and from the Armies of foreign nations. From the Air Corps Tactical School at 


Langley Field, Virginia, there were 24 graduates. Of these, 14 were Air Corps 
officers, 8 officers from other branches of the service and 2 officers from 
the armed force of other nations. 

The classification system.of all Air Corps Reserve officers, started in 
operation in 1928, was completed at the close of the fiscal year June. 30,1929. 
As a result,it was found that, of the 5800.or more Reserve officers, we “had 
but 1500 who were qualified to pilot planes with the required degree of pro-. 
ficiency, and of this 1500, but 600 who were qualified:to act as pilots of 
service type planes on tactical missions without the need of a refresher cowrse 
of flying. This number of Group I pilots,.as they are called, is small, bus | 
it has increased rapidly in the last six months. The survey, however, ascer-. 
tained definitely that the number of good and fair. pilots, and the number of... 
Reserve officers qualified to assume active duties with tactical squadrons. in» 
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case of emergency. ! a 

As far as flying astivities Zo, the year. ‘has been es The 64 days! 
duration flight of the Army's "Question Mark" not only tended to demonstrate 
the high standard of flying ability reached by our pilots and the excellence 
of our adoptéd types of planes, but it also paved the way for flights of a sim- 
ilar nature by civilian aviators. These culminated in the record of 420 hours 
and 21 minutes, or 174 days, made by Jackson and O'Brine late in the year. 

Quite a number of notable long-distance flights were made during the year, 
thus giving evidence that flying equipment is reliable in character. Army 
pilots in a transport plane made the flight from Dayton, Ohio, to France Field, 
Canal Zone, in 38 hours and 40 minutes. Another notable flight was the one 
made in the other direction, from France Field to. Kelly Field, Texas, a distance 
of 2030 miles, completed the same day the plane took off from its starting 
point in the tropics. A third interesting flight over the same route was the 
one participated in by France Field pilots, who: proceeded to Langley Field, Va., 
in one Pursuit and two Observation planes, to take part in the Annual Aerial 
Gunnery Matches, These pilots returned to their proper station in the Zone in 
the same planes. 

A flight, which at the time received very little attention from those 
outside the service, was the one made by a formation of nine Bombardment planes, 
under the command of Major Hugh J. Knerr, from Langley Field, Virginia, to 
Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. The trip West was made in exceptionally good 
time. The return to Langley Field was made in easy stages. 

High altitude flying was not neglected, for quite a number were made, chicf 
among them being the one participated in by Lieut. Harry A. Johnson and Cant. 
Albert W. Stevens, photographor, when a record of 35,611 feet for biplace 
planes with full load, was attained. Two young Army pilots, Lieuts. Gregg and 
Woodring, engaged in combat maneuvers in Pursuit planes at an altitude of 
25,000 feet. 

A flight under the auspices other than that of the Air Corps but which 
received considerable attention the world over, was that credited to one of the 
most famous of our Air Corps pilots, Lieut. James H. Doolittle, when he made 

a complete flight, including take-off and landing, solely with the aid cf his 
instruments, thus approximating 100% fog-flying conditions. 

A striking demonstraticn cf the great advance made in the science of aer- 
ial photography was recently given by Capt. Albert W. Stevens. This cfficer 
piloted by Lieut. Jchn D. Cerkille, preceeded cn a phctcgraphic expedition 
frem Dayton te the Northwest, and during the ccurse therecf made an aerial 
phetograph cf Mt. Rainier from a distance cf 227 miles. At the time cf ex- 
pesure Mt. Rainier was beycnd the phctegrapher's range cf visicn. 

Several inspection flights cf considerable length frem 2,000 te 20,000 
miles, were made by the Air Ccerps cfficers, carrying General Staff efficers 
and high gcvernment cfficials. Hcencrable F. Trubee Daviscn, Assistant Secre- 
tary cf War fer Aercnautics, and Representative W. Frank James, Chairman cf - 
the Heuse Military Affairs Committee, held the rececrd cf 7,000 and 20, “4 wiles 
respectively. 

In May cf the past year there were facing each cther, in the simulated 
combat: cenditicns cf a ccmbined maneuver, cver 250 planes cf all types. These 
planes were assembled at Wright Field and Nerten Field in the maneuvers held 
in Ohic. All these planes were flewn frem their heme staticns in varicus parts 
ef the ccuntry tc the scene cf the maneuvers and upen the ccmpleticn cf same 
twe weeks later were flew back again. Many lessens fcr future application 
were learned during these maneuvers, beth frem an engineering and a tactical 


nature. 
---c0¢--~ 


UNCONSCIOUS AIRMAN FALLS 12,000 FEET THROUGH SPACE 


During a high altitude test ccnducted at Reckwell Field,Ccrenadc, Calif., 
on Dec. 10th last, Lieut. D.D.Graves, A.C., attached to the 95th Pursuit Squad- 
ron tecame unconscious when a fitting on his oxygen tank suddenly failed to 
function, as a result of which he lost consciousness before becoming aware of 
the failure of the oxygen supply. The plane lurched into a tail spin,and at 
15,000 feet altitude he began to recover. Se fast was his drop,however, that the 
plane had reached 13,000 feet before he regained his faculties sufficiently to 
grasp the controls. He effected a safe landing. , 

Lieut. Graves had gone aloft to test a Pursuit plane in combat maneuvers 
at an altitude of 25,000 feet. The test was part of the winter schedule of 
high altitude maneuvers at Rockwell Field. Formation flying in groups of three 
at an altitude of 25,000 feet is contemplated very shortly. 











‘ARMY AND NAVY PLANES JOIN IN ARMISTICE DAY CELEBRATION 


The Army and Navy helped the Territory of Hawaii observe Armistice Day 
with spectacular formation flights which entertained the throngs of people in 
Honelulu. 

Twenty-two Army planes, including several types, crossed the city. The 
formation was led by a flight of six Amphibian planes, followed by an equal 
number of De Havilands. Next came tnree Martin Bombers, and high above them 
all. were six PW Pursuit planes from Wheeler Field. 

The Army formation was followed by a large flight of Navy planes a few 
miles to the rear and farther seaward.: The entire formation of both Army and 
Navy planes totaled 57 in all. 

Off Diamond Head a flight of five Army planes left the larger formation 
and proceeded to the Island of Hawaii, where assistance was rendered the tem 
of Hilo in its celebration. Capt. Calvin E. Giffin was the flight commander 
of this inter-island flight, and he was: accompanied by the following personnel: 
Capt. George P. dohnson, Lieuts. Harold Lee George, R.R.Brown, L.P. Eolcomb, 

- Walter T. Meyers and Chaplain Herbert A. Rinard. 

Radio communications were maintained with WYQ, the Army Air Corps radio 

Station at luke Field. 
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RETIREMENT OF LIEUT. ALDWORTH 
By the San Antonio Air Depot Correspondent 


It is with deep regret that we announce the retirement, pursuant to War 
Department orders, of lst Lieutenant Richard T. Aldworth, Air Corps, whose 
active military service terminated at the San Antonio Air Depot on December 
19th, due to disability contracted in the line of duty. 

Lieut. Aldworth, as a San Antonio bey, was one of the first of the young 
pilots on America's entry into the World War, having joined the first class in 
aeronautics at the University of Texas, and entering the Service as Private, 
First Class, Aviation Section, Signal Enlisted Reserve Corps, on July 28,1917, 
He Was commissioned as First Lieutenant, Air Service, National Army, on May 16, 
1918, and permanently commissioned as First Lieutenant of Air Service on July 
1, 1920. 

Lieut. Aldworth was one of the first of the American airmen with tho A.E.F. 
and after the course at Isscudon was actively engaged on the Italian front 
throughout the period of hostilities. He has an enemy plane to his credit, 
and at one time, due to forced landing behind the enemy lines, was a prisoner 
for some weeks. His flying was principally on Bombardment missions, and his 
War Record is well known. 

Lieut. Aldworth was on duty at this Denct from June 30, 1924 to June l, 
1926, in the Engincering and Operations Departments, going from here to Lang- 
ley Field, Virginia. He was again assigned te duty at this Depot on September 
3, 1929. He is an enthusiastic flyer, and has also been preminent in all forms 
of athletics, and his retirement is felt as a distinct loss to the Service. 

Lieut. and Mrs. Aldworth expect to take up their future residence in 
Newark, New Jersey, and their departure is accompanied by the most cerdial 
and sincere wishes cf their hosts of friends, net enly at this statien, but 
in the City cf San Antenic and VESSOES's for their happiness and presperity 
in civilgan life. 


---00¢--- 


BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON. TAKES NEEDED REST 
Py the News Letter Correspondent 


Seventy men cf the 28th Bombardment. Squadron, stationed at Nichols Field, 
P.I., recently departed fer the Mcuntain Rest Camp at Baguic, P.I., where for 
a peried cf twe weeks a complete rest cure was enjeved by all, with the prob- 
able exception of cur esteemed Squadren Cemmander, whe wore himself tc a mere . 
Shadew climbing meuntains, playing gclf, .and trying te be cn time at the three 
meals cf the Squadren and at three at the Officers! dermitcry where he did 
ample justice te anything which might have been set before him. Then our 
Squadron Adjutant and Supply Officer, Lieut. Steel, who by the way is one of 
the main factors largely responsible for the success of the trip, distinguished 
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himself bv his activities as an arbitrator when he emerged victorious from the 
fray desvite the fact that.he, systained a sprained.ankle. 

Credit is cue cur Mess Sergeant and Cecks for the excellent table: which 
we have been enjoving t* hroughout the trip, this being. yessible through the un- 
tiring efforts in our behalf of the kitchen force, although we do say that Cock 
Fitts is a tather noor train butcher, he having lost a tussle with our old 
friend San Miguel. We firmly believe, however, that it was San Miguel and not 
Fitts who insisted. upon ‘mowing at what time a certain officer desired his 
tiffin. Si 
Our three mountain goats, Pvts. Brown, Carpenter and Dalseg, conducted 
an expedition uw) to Sta. Tomas Mountain, which is the highest in the Islands. 
They left at midnig sht to view the gorgcous sunrise the following morning, but 
alas, alack and woe is met It is ever thust Halfway up the mountain they were 
rudely attacked by wild leeches and, after beating a successful retreat, they 
resumed ticir seventven-kilometer hike. The sun may havo. risen that morning 
but they knew it not, this being due to a low ceiling. 

As we reflect upon the many incidents that have occurred during our so- 
journ here, ve writer believes our two outstanding sheiks have turned the 
tables on us by first boing on the scene at the Bishop Brent School for girls. 
It is not believed that they shculd have been sc ambitious. However, it is 
quite a thrill fer any feminine heart tc see the pride of the Air Corps strut - 
ting their stuff. There is much speculation as to What the matron of the 
school had to say te the Pest Adjutant. 

-~--000--- 


POSTHUMOUS PROMOTION FOR LIEUT. MOTLEY L 


The death cf Lieutenant Langhorne W. Metley on December 30th at the Fitz- 
Simons General Hospital, Denver, Colo., removed from the ranks of the Air Coros 
a brilliant officer whose lovalty and devotion to duty brought frequent com- 
mendations from his superior officers. Lieut. Motley's physical condition was 
Such that at various times it was necessary to relieve him from flying duty 
and it is unfortunate that he was unable to survive his last illness. 

Since Lieut. Motley was due for oromotion to the rank of Captain on Sep- 
tember 29, 1929, the question of the posthumous rank of the deceased officer 
was taken wu) With the War Department. A communication from The Adjutant Gen- 
eral, dated January 8, 1930, addressed to the Chief of the Air Cerps, invited 
attention to the following provision of a Joint Resolution of Congress, approv- 
ed March 3, 1925: 

"Sec. 3. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
issue or cause to be issued, an appropriate commission in the name of 

- any officer of the Army of the United States who, after having been ex- 
amined and found duly qualified for promotion, died or shall die, in 

line of cuty after the occurrence of the vacancy entitling him, by virtue 

of seniority, to such prometicon and before the issue or acceptance of a 

commission therefor; and any such commission shall issue with rank as of 

‘the date of said vacancy, and any sfch officer's name shall be ca: ried 
upon the recerds of the War Department as of the grade and branch of the 
service shown in such commissicn, from the date of such vacancy te the 
date of his death. 
Sec. 4. That no person shall be entitled tc receive any bonus, 
gratuity, pay, or allowances by virtue of any provision cf this resolution." 
In cenclusicn, the letter frem The Adjutant General states: 
"The recerds: shew that this deceased cfficer was due fer prometion en 
September 29, 1929, and his nemination fer’ such prometion was befcre the Senate 
en the date his death cccurred. In the circumstances, a commission is being 
issued conferring posthumously upon him the rank of Captain in the Air Corps, 


- a8 of September 29, 1929. By virtue of such commission the vrover rank to be 


inscribed on his tombstone is that of Captain." 

Captain hse was born at West Rupert, Vt., on November 9, 1892. He 
attended the University of Virginia in 1911-1912 and Indiana University,1912-13. 
He served as a lst Lieutenant of Infantry, Indiana National Guard, in 

Federal service on Mexican border patrol in 1916 and 1917. Resigning his com- 
mission, he entered the second officers' training camp at Fort. Benjamin Harri- 
Son, Indiana, and was commissioned a lst Lieuténant in the Aviation Section, © 

Signal Corps Reserve, November 8, 1917, after a special examination at the 


Close of the training cam. 
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After three months' service at Selfridge Fietd, Mich., where he commanded 
a detachment of aviation mechanics and instructors and served as Chief Instruc- 
tor of the Nen-cemmissioned Officers! Scheol, he was assigned to duty in the 
Fnlisted Mechanics Section,: Air Divisien, Signal Geros, Washington, D.C. 

The inauguration of the policy to relieve officers of draft age from ad- - 
ministrative duties in Washington durinz the war necessitated the transfer of 
Capt. Motley to field duty, and he served for brief periods at the Aviation 
Camp at Waco, Texas; and at the ‘Concentration Camps at Charlotte, N.C., and 
Garden City, Long Island, N.Y. 

In September, 1918, he was transferred to Kelly Field, San Antonio, — 
for flying training, which he completed in March, 1919, whereupon he was rated 
as a Reserve Military Aviator. At Kelly Field he served successively as Ad- 
jutant and later as Commanding Officer of the Flying School Detachment; also 
as Flying Instructor; Engineering! Officer; Officer in Charge of Flying; Assist- 
ant Operations Officer, First Wing; and Adjutant of the Air Service Mechanics: 
School. 

Transferred in January, 1921, to Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., he served 
as Commanding Officer of that field for three months, and the remaining nine 
months of his vear's service’ there as Assistant Commandant and Executive Offi- 
cer of the Air Serviade Mechanits School. 

In March, 1922, Captain Motley was assigned to duty with the Organized 
Reserves of the State of Ohie, and he remained on this detail until the summer 
of 1925, when he was transferred te Langley Field, Va., for duty as student 
at the a.r Coros Tactical School. Upon: his graduation the’ following year, and 
being due for foreign service, he was ordered to duty in the Hawaiian Depart- 
ment. His three-year tour having expired, he was ordered to duty at Langley 
Field as instructor at the Air Corps Tactical School. His illness, however, 
prevented him from entering on this detail. 

Captain Motley was buried with aporopriate honors at the National Cemetery 
at Arlington, Va. 

The News Letter sends its sympathy to his bereaved family. 

---000--— 


RANDOLPH FIELD 
By Lieut. Harold L. Clark, Air Corps 
Lieutenant Harold Li. Clark, the author of this article, was recently 
on duty in the Buildings and Grounds Division of the Office of the Chief 
of the Air’Corus. He is thus qualified, as are few others, to write in 
this authoratative vein. 

The word,"Field", when applied to this hugh project might be a misnomer, 
Were it not that this is a proper Army word for an Air Corps station it might 
well be called "Randolph City", For a city it is, or Will be, a city espec-— 
ially designed, whose — building and every inhabitant is concerned with 
the art of flying and the hecessary ectivities connected therewith. It is | 
located on a site of es amhaaataly 2300 acres, donated by the citizens of San 

tonio, and lies on the main tienddentiababel line of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad and the 01d Spanish Trail,16 miles northeast from the heart of the 
Alamo City. 

At the present time, the flying training of the Army Air Corps is divided 
amongst three fields ~ March Field, near Riverside, Calif.; Brooks Field and 
Kelly Field (bota of the latter near San Antonio, Texas). The basic idea 
underlying the establishment of Randolph Field was to concentrate all of the 
flying training at one point. However, the handling of upward of 300 student— 
manned airplanes from one field and at the same time is a problem in air traf- 
fic that can hardly be solved on paper. For that reason, only two units of 
Randolph Field are being constructed at the present time. These two units will 
comprise all of the primary flying training now conducted at March Field and’ 
Brooks Field. After this much is in full operation, it can be determined 
whether or not there is "air room" for the additional unit - the advanced ~ 
training being carried on at Kelly Field. It can be seen that this consider~ 
ation prosented a special problem in design. It required one which would 
provide for two units complete in themselves, which would not anpear unfinish~ 
ed in case the third unit wes never built, and at the same time, the third 
unit, if built, must not look like an afterthought, tacked on to an already ~ 
completed = 
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Randolph Field 1 was a by officers of. the Army Air’ Corps, and revis- 
ed by George B. Ford, of New York, the War Department's Consulting Architect 
on city planning. It is unique in plan, especially designed ‘to care for the 
many considerations making up the purpose for which it will be used; namely, 
flying training, and it is believed to be the first development ever planned, 
having as a primary consideration, its appearance from the air. 

The building area is almost a square, comprising about 450 acres, and is 
located aoorcximately in the center of the 2300 acre tract, with one entrance 
road and railroad track entering from the highway on the northwest boundary. 
The tuilding area is thus surrounded by four separate airdromes, each approx- 
imately 3000 fect wide by 2 miles long, since it is contemplated using only 
two of them at a time. The entrance road and railroad are laid flush with 
the ground, so that an airplane can roll over them without damage in case of 
a forced landing in that area. 

The operating hangars line two sides of the building area, the mer 
and southwest. It might be well to add here that the main axis of the field 
lies southeast - northwest. Thus the hangar lines parallel the prevailing 
wind, which is southeast eight months of the year and north the other four 
months. By using only two of the four fields simultaneously, and shifting 
to the other two when cross-winds prevail, it is considered possible to pre- 
vent all flying cver the building area and alleviate the dust situation as 
well, with the help of a paved warming up apren 150 feet wide and a good crop 
of Bermada grass. . 

The main traffic boulevard enters the building arva at the center of its 
northwest boundary and divides to form a large circle of 2500 foot diameter 
around the center of the post. Within this circle are the married officers! 
Quarters, With the officers! mess in the exact center. There is a small circle 
at the entrance, around which are grouped various buildings forming a comm- 
nity center ~- the administration building, or headquarters, the post exchange, 
theatre and chapel. In the northwest corner of the building area, lies’ the 
industrial area ~ the garage, warehcuses, engineering shops, bakery, laundry, 
etc. In the northeast corner, ovpoesing this, is the bachelor: efficers! arca, 
censisting of four dormitory buildings grcuped about a central mess. The scuth- 
west corner is devoted te the hospital, flight surgecn's scheol, nurses! quart- 
ers, and non—cemmissicned cfficers' quarters; while in the scutheast ccrner, 
are the public schecls fer children, with a large playgrcund, and mere non- 
cemmissioned cfficers' quarters.. There is a barracks area located just back 
of the cperaticns effice in the center cf each hangar line. At the center cf. 
the scutheast beundary, are located the academic building, or grceund scheel, 
and the cadet barracks. 

The entire: pest-is designed in the Spanish Mission. style ef architecture, 
se prevalent in the stuthwest, and with its stuccced walls and red tile recfs, 
eembined with palm trees, Spanish dagger plants and what net, sheuld present 
an impesing sight, when ecmpleted. 

The personnel to be stationed there will consist of, eventually, 350 | 
officers, 500 flying cadets, and 2000 enlisted men, who with their families 
will swedl the tctal population to between 4000 and 5000 people, which is a 
small city in itself. There will be a total of 512 buildings erected, the 
total cost. amounting to over $11,000,000. The construction of the first two 
units calls for more than $8,000,000, which has already been appropriated and 
is available: for the job. Construction is progressing under the direction of | 
Captain A.W. Parker, Q.M.C., Constructing Quartermaster. The roads are all _ 
laid out and gravel based, the railroad spurs are laid, water and sewer systems 
are being installed, and on August 15th bids were opened for the construction 
of the first 123 buildings. 

This, then is the story of Randolph Field, the Flying City, tc date, on 
it is confidently hoped and expected that.when completed, the Army's "Air 
Academy" will be the world's greatest saying schecl and a spet cf beauty frem 
the air as well as from the grcund. 

ADDENDA. 

To date - November, 1929 - $8,000,000.00 have been epprepriated fer this 
field. 

Further feference be! this field may be fcund in: 

San Antenio (Texas)Express ~- August 11, 1929. 
Aere Digest - November, 1929. 
The Aviater - April, 1929. 
Air Corps News Letter - April 21, 1928. 
-ll- V-5969,A.C. 





ARMY AIRMAIT WINS PHILIPPINE GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 


Fer the second consecutive’ year, lst Lieut. A.F. Shea, Air Corps, stationed 
at Nichols Field, Kizal, P.I.,. won the Army Golf Championship of the Philipoine 
Islands by defeating Cclonel R. B. Parrett, Adjutant General's Department, 7 up 
and 6 to go. Lieut. Shea won the match in the last 15 of the 36-hole finals, 
as he was 1 down at the end of the morning's play. 

The News Letter Sorrespondent says that after partaking of soup only for 
luncheon at the Calcocan Golf Club, "Gus" came back to show his real class as 
@ competion gelf player. This was also his 3lst birthday. With long drives ~ 
Straight down the fairway, with brassie and approach shots of remarkable accur- 
acy and deadly puts, he won or tied all holes. The real thrill came on the 
12th hole. With the score 6 up and 7, the champion cliced his drive and the 
ball landed behind a lerge mango tree. Choosing a Number 3 iron, he hooked 
the ball around the tree to the green. After two puts for a par, the match 
Was won. 

It is’ generally conceded that Lieut. Shea is the best tournament golfer in 
the Philippines. «Last year he was winner of the Army Open and runner-up. in 
the Philippine Open. "It is a good bet", says the News Letter Correspondent, 
"that he will win this year's Philipoine "Open". 

; ---000~--- 
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TEN YEARS AGO IN THE NEWS LETTER © 


Among. the varicus items which apneared in an issue cf the News Letter - 
published in January, 1920, were the fcllewing: . 

Announcement was made that the Training and Operations Group of the Office. 
of the Chief ef Air Service had plotted a proposed ccurse overland to Alaska 
over Canada,-which was being considered with a view, if pessible, to flying 
ever this ccurse. at some time in the future. 

The Engineering Division cf the Air Cerps at McCeck Field, Dayton, Ohio, : 
conducted twe successful parachute jumps, using a new pack type parachute. F 
Sergeant Ralph Bettriel and Mr. James Russell ascended in a Martin Bomber to 
an altitude of 2,000 feet, The latter jumped from the wing tip of the Bomber 
and landed on the: greund in cne minute, 23-3/5 seconds, while Sergeant Bettriel 
follewed by ‘jumping frem the rear gunner's eeckpit and landing in cne minute 
and 24 seccnds. , 

A varied cellection of German war planes weré received at the , Depot at 
Wilbur Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohic. 

“ Teast was made cf the Sperry Gyrescepic,Turn Indicater for cleud flying, 
which was installed in a DH-4 airplane. Among the recommendations cof the pilot 
whe flew this airplane was that an instrument sheuld be developed which will 
perfcrm the Sunetions ef a cempass and turn indicator in cne. 

- ---¢0¢--- 





ROCKWELL AIRMAN LANDS IN SORRENTO CANYON 


Lieut. Kirtley J. Gregg, Air Cerps, cf the 95th Pursuit Squadren, Reckwell 
Field, Cercnadc,-Calif., "sat dewn".in a dry creek bed in Scrrente Canyen;° San 
Diege Ccunty, Witheut injury to himself cr the’ plane. He was returning frem 
Les Angeles late in the afternccen when feg clesed in arcund him. KncewWing that 
the chances were gccd fer his enccuntering the same feg cver Reckwell Field, 
he cast arcund fer an emergency. landing field. He fcund it in Serrente Canycen, 
near the railread tracks. It was nct the average landing field one would pick 

under erdinary circumstances, being covered with :stones and brush. Neverthe- 
less, Lieut.. Gregg put his machine dewn cn it. On the fellewing day Lieut. 
Gregg went cut ‘and flew the plane back tc Reckwell Field. 
---cO¢--- 


NEW ALTITUDE RECORD FOR PURSUIT PLANE. 


According te latest advices received :frem Reckwell Field, Corenade, Calif., 
the uncfficial altitude recerd ef 30,000 feet made December 13, 1929, by Lieut. 
Nerman H. Ives, attached te the 95th Pursuit Sqvadren at that field, in a Bee- 
ing P-12 plane, did net endure very leng, for it,was eclipsed just recently by 
nat rer E. Price, alse attached tc. the 95th, whe attained an altitude cf 
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31,200 feet,. 

The P-~12 nlane which ent: ‘pride piloted was equinned with full military 
lead. The temmerature enceuntered at the ceiling was 10 nai below zero 
Centigrade. 

Intensive training at service ‘and absolute ceiling is being carried on by 
the 35th adnleees alia ae at Rockwell Field. 

---000--- 


AIR CORPS RESERVE OFFIORR SHOWS SKILL AS ARCHITECT 


Lieut. Virgil D. West breck, Air Corps Reserve, attached to the 95th Pur- 
suit Squadron, Reckwell Field, Calif., whose home is at San Clemente, Calif., 
won honors in the Lehigh Airports Competition, the first American contést for 
designs of modern airperts. 

Of the 257 architects from all varts of the nation who entered the contest, 
14 were declared winners. Lieut. Westbrcok was ameng twelve who received 
honorable mention and received $100. for his desien. 

Vicia cs 


ADVANCED AGENT FOR PURSUIT ¢G =ROUP FLIGHT COMPLETES MISSION 


Forced to ahandon his ship at Kalispell, ny because of the fact that, 
being equinped with wheels instead of skiis, the P-1-C he was piloting flipped 


..over on its back when he failed to keep it in a plowed runway, Lieut. Walter BE. 


Richards, Advance Agent of the round-trip flight of the Ist Pursuit Group be- 
tween Selfridge Field, Michigan and nt senate Washington, returned to Selfridge 
Field by rail. 

During his tour Lieut. Richards experienced considerable difficulty and 
delay due to heavy snew, and his ship: being damaged beyond local renair, author- 
ity was received to Snip it to the Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot for general over- 
haul. Authority was also received for Lieut. Richards to complete the remain- 
der of his trio by rail. 

Throughout the entire trip, Lieut. Richards caused to be forwarded to 
Selfridge Field complete information covering all facilities at each contem~ 
plated step. The News Letter Correspondent states that, due to the necessity 
of completing the trip as scheduled, a great meny cities wiich have furnished 
this information are gcing to be disappointed, since it will be impossible for 
the Group to maintain its Schedule and visit all of the interested cities along 
the route. 

The contemplated schedule is as follows: 

lst Dey : ~ Selfridge to St. Ignace, 250 miles ~ nocn ston. 

: St. Ignace to Duluth via Hancock 400 miles - overnight stop. 
end ne; - Duluth to Grand Forks, 250 miles - nocn stop. 
-,. Grand Forks to Mihet, 200 miles - cvernight step. 


‘3rd Day .— Minct te Glasgow, 250 miles -~ ncoen stcp. 
.-Glasgew tc Great Falls, via Havre, 250 miles - evernight step. 
4th Day - Great Falls te Kalispell, 200 miles — necn step. 
Kalispell te Spekane, 200 miles - evernight stcp. 
5th Day - Step over at Spckane. 
6th Day - Spckane te Helena, via Misscula, 275 miles - ncen step. 
. FEelena te Miles City, 200 miles - cvernight stcp. 
7th Day .-.Miles. City tc Bismarck,250'miles ~ neon stcp. 
_-. «Bismarck te Farge, 200 miles - cvernight 
8th Day - Fargo to Minneapolis, 230°miles - noon stop. 
Minneapolis to Wausau, 175 miles = ‘overnight stop. 
‘9th Day - Wausau to Escanaba, 150 miles - noon stop. 
Escanaba to partridgns: 350: miles. 


es te oe ae oe 


Mr. H.J. Adamson, Assistant to the Hon. F. ‘Seetee Davison, Assistant 


.., Secretary of War for Aeronautics, arrived at Selfridge Field, January 6th for 
the purpose of accompanying the flight Tech. Sergeant. George H. Fisher, 


motion picture photographer from the ah th Phote Section, Maxwell Field, Mont- 

gomery, Ala., reported to Selfridge Field for duty as official photographer in 
connection with the flight. Staff Sergeant Kennard E. Wilson, radio operator, 
was also assigned to Selfridge Field for duty in connection with the operation 


_ of -the. ow wave broadcasting set to be used throughout the flight of the lst 


Pursuit Group in conjunction with local stations and the American Radio Relay 
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PURSUITERS PATROL OVER DETROIT DURING FUNERAL OF SOLDIERS 


The flight cf six planes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron patrolled the sky 
over Detroit, itich., during the funeral of the soldiers whose bodies were re- 
- cently returned from Russia. A heavy snowstorm at the completion of the mis- 
Sion made the trip back to Selfridge Field and the landing,one of those not 
Soon forgotten affairs. Tight formation practice proved very valuable. 

---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Transfers: 2nd Lieut. Robert J. Dwyer, Field Artillery, to the Air Corps, 
November 21, 1929, with rank June 9, 1928. 

end Lieut. Roger M. Ramey, Infantry, te Air Corps, November 21, 1929, 
With rank June 9, 1928. 

Resignations: 2nd Lieut. Joel G. Pitts, February 1, 1930. 

2nd Lieut. Harvey R. Ogden. 

Relieved from Detail to Air Corns: 2nd Lieut. Harold G. Hayes to Signal 
Corps, 2nd Division, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Norris S. Longaker,Jr., to Infantry, 2nd Division, Ft.Sam 
Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Charles B. McClelland, Jr., to lst Cavalry Division, Ft. Clark, 
Texas. 

2nd Lieut. William L. Nave to Infantry, 2nd Division, Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas. 

2nd Lieut. Dexter M. Lowry,Jr., to 29th Infantry, Fort Benning, Ga. 

end Lieut. Cernelius Z. Byrd,to the 25th Infantry, Fort Huachuca, Arizona. 

Reserve Officers Detailed to Extended Active Duty: end Lieut. Francis J. 
BasSsing, St. Joseph, Mo., to Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, to January 
17, 1931. 

2nd Lieut. Robert Lyle Brookings to Mitchel Field, N.Y. to January 19, 
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BLANKET LOST IN BATTLE OF SOISSONS JUST RETURNED TO OWNER 


: The movie fans here have witnessed the flight of the magic carpet in the 
Thief of Bagdad. The flights of that mystic fabric have nothing on the travels 
of Mike's blanket. 

In 1916 a young sergeant came home from Santo Domingo and was paid off 
"Expiration of enlistment-Character Excellent". As was the custom in those 
days, he reenlisted the following day. He promptly requisitioned and was 
issued one of the new handsome blankets which had just been adopted. He paint- 
ed his name, "M WODARCZYK", on the dark brown stripe with white paint. The 
blanket became Mike's mascot. 

The war breke out and he carried it to France with the first contingent 

. of the famous "Fifth Marines". Together Mike and the Blanket went through 
training trenches and over the top. On July 18, 1918, the Fifth was summoned 
from Corps reserve and thrown into the historic action at Soissons. Packs 
were thrown off and the Fifth plunged into melee. Captain Wass, the Company 
Commander, went down mortally wounded. Mike was leading the remnant of his 

platoon when he got his'. All night he laid wounded on the field wondering if 

he would ever see his pet blanket again. At daw the stretcher bearers car- 
ried him to the rear. Eventually he was patched up and rejoined the regiment 
in time for the Argonne struggle. 

After the war he came heme and was made a Warrant Officer. Since then 

he has served again in Sante Demingo and in the Nicaraguan campaign, where he 
acquired mcre ribbons fer his blouse, ancther premoticn and a set cf gold 
aviaters!' wings. He is now back with the Marine Squadrens at San Diegce. A 
few days age a Marine returned there tc duty, after ccmpleting a ccurse at the 

Army Air Ccrps Schecl, Chanute Field, Rantcul, Ill. He reperted tc Chief Gun- 
ner Michael Wedarczyk, his secticn Chief, that a private at Chanute Field was 
using a Marine blanket marked "M. WODARCZYK". 

e- A letter frem the Army Cemmanding Officer at Chanute Field secured the re- 
turn ef the identical blanket left cn the field at Scisscns many years ago. 

Mike's jey at recovering his leng lest mascct was scarcely exceeded by the 

pleasure cf receiving his recent award cf the Distinguished Flying Cress. ~ 

News Letter, Bureau cf Aercnautics, U.S.Navy. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS. FIELDS 
— 


Nichols Fieig,Rigal,’ P.I., December 4, 1929. 





On November 16th, the Philippine Bowling Association's series of matches 
ended with Nichols Field enlisted men's team in fifth place; officers in eighth 
place. However, the enlisted men's team’ ended in first place in the Inter- 
regimental Bowling League, for the second consecutive year. 

Kid Hewitt won the featherweight championship, Manila District, on Novem- 
ber 29th. 

2nd Observation Squadron, A.C.: There was an increase in flying activi- 
ties in the 2nd Observation Squadron during the eleventh month. 

Tow target missions were carried out in connection with the 60th Coast 
Artillery at Corregidor. Both morning and night missions were made, but so 
far most of the targets seem to be intact and thore wore no casualties, from 
which we deduce that airplanes can, as during the war, 8till laugh at the 
"Archies"! 

Numerous attack and liaison problems were accomplished with the 26th Cav- 
alry and the 24th Field Artillery at Fort Stotsenburg. The regular cross- 
country, photo and radio missions were also made. 

On-the 20th of November a large number turned out to view the Field Meet 
participated in by the different organizations of the Post and by the 5rd Pur- 
Suit Squadron from Clark Field. The 2nd "ran" away with a big majority of 
the honors. Pvt. Anthony of the 2nd. was high point man. 

On November 29th, the 2nd Observation Squadron spent the day at Corregi-~ 
der, the original home of the outfit in the Philippine Department, in observ- 
ance of Organization Day. The day was utilized in swimming, sightseeing and 
eating. The program for the day consisted of a pleasant ride over on the 
mine-planter “HARRISON, lunch and "Spiff" at Kindley Field, baseball game 
(we lost) at top side, and then the Same ride back. Every one had a good time 
but were tired when they arrived at Nichols Field, although happy and contented. 

Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: The members of this Detachment are 
congratulating Technical Sgt. Monroe Reynolds, who just climbed another rung 
in the ladder of fame. There being no vacancies in the grade of Mr.Sergeant 
in this organization, he was transferred to the 2nd. Observation Squadron, but 
the well wishes of this organization go with’ him. 

Three members of the Detachment are enjeying Detached Service at Baguic 
fer a few days and many others hepe to pay their pilgrimage to this Mecca of 
the Orient befcre their tcur of duty draws te a clese. 

The sailing cf the January Transpert will tear from this Organizaticn 
Some men whe have spent mcre than their allotted number of-years in the Oricnt, 
and it is heped that they will -enjey their return t¢ their: native land. 

6th Phetec Secticn: During Nevember a twe hundred-mile reccmnaissance read 
strip was made fcr the 14th Engineers, Fert Mm.McKinley, frem Manila tc Batan- 
gas and vicinity. A mcesaic was alse taken cf the Navy Base at Mariveles for 
the Navy Department. 

-Four men frem the Naval Fictremuanee Department under the supervisicn cf 











Lieut. Mess have been werking in the Phetc Latrratcry fer the past menth lay- 
_ing mesaics that were taken cf Nanking, China. 


The Secticn..is,new develeping motion picture film for the Signal Corps 
which was brought to Manila recently by Mr. Barrett on a cable-layer boat. 

On November 20th, during the track and field meet, some members of the 
Section participated while others of the Section were busy with cameras shoot~ 
ing some of the most exciting events. ' 

- 28th Bombardment Squadron: November was a quiet month as far as flying 
is concerned, as we are still waiting for replacements for our L.B.-5's or for 
authority to make necessary changes. During the month we had a total of three 
ships in commission, and almost wore the surfaces off all three trying to 
get in our flying time. 

Our worthy Ist Sgt. M. Hamer, who departs. ‘from the land of sunshine and 
cabarets, is at present on a thirty-day vacation prior to leaving on the Janu~ 
ary transport for March Field. 

During the:absence of Capt. Brock, Lieut. James L. Grisham assumed com 
mand, and Staff Sgt. W.J. Duffy was ‘appointed acting 1st Sgt. until arrival 
of Sgt. Hamer's replacement. Sgt. Maurice P. Riherd was discharged by pur- 
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chase to accent a position (if. ycu please): with the International Harvester Co. 

We will be sorry to lose Lieut. Grisham, who becomes Post Adjutant, effec- 
tive December lst. However, we have the satisfaction of knowing that he is a 
Worthy replacement for the present Adjutant, Capt. C.M.Savage. We expect to., ; 
have our tennis court completed by next month and are sure that with the talent ; 
we have in this squadron we will Have several Bill Tilden's developed shortly. 

66th Service Squadron: A great deal of interest was shown in the Nichols 
Field Field Day, Nevember 20th. The-.following men of this organization entered: 
Staff Sgt. Clement H: Kelly, Sgt. James A. Sommer, Pvts. Welton E. Avery, Bar- 
ney A. Haugen, Francis F. Miller and Stephen E. Vetrecin.. Pvt. Miller won the 
440-yard run and the 220 low hurdles, thereby winning a place on the Post Team. 
at tho Department Field Meet, scheduled for December 15th at Fort Wm.McKinloy, 
P.I., and the prize offered by the Squadron to any man taking first place. 

Pvt. 1 Cl. Ray C. McMullen, the inter-service light weight boxing cham- 
pion for the Philippine Department, met his Waterloo in a battle. with Sailor 
Rohan of the Navy. McMullen put up a great fight, and despite a broken nose 
and a badly cut ear, continued on te the end. This was not a fight for the .— 
championship, therefore McMullen still wears the belt. . 

The Squadren had a great dinner Thanksgiving Day. The menu. onl designed 
by Pvt. lst Cl. Arthur P. Ryan, was a kneckeut, and each man received a hand . 
painted cepy as a scuvenir. EATS! Man, when you leck the menu cver yeu think 
its from the Ritz cr what have yeu. Reast Turkey with all the trinmings,- 
Winding up with cigars, cigarettes, candy, etc. 

The Squadren received ne news from Lieut. Earl S. Heag, A.C., the Squad~ 
ren Adjutant, since he left with Mrs. Heag fcr an extended tceur cf China and 
Japan. He has been away cver a menth new and we are wendering if he has jein- 
ed cr been inductéd inte the service by cne oe the many rebellicus armies cf is 
China. 

The fellewing premeticn was made during the menth: Pvt. Lercy. A. Lasure, , 
appcinted Cerperal cn the 7th. 
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; Reckwell Field,. Ccrenade, Calif., December 16th. | : | F 





One cf the mest elabcrate military weddings held in Cerenade fer seme 
time was that cf Miss E¥nestine Lencre. Hunker, daughter cf Capt. and Mrs. H.J. 
Hunker, QMC., tc Lieut. Jcseoh G. Hepkins cf the 95th Pursuit Squadrcn. The 
ceremony Was solemnized on the evening of December 2nd at Christ Episcopal _ 
Church, Corcnado, in the presence of about 150 relatives and friends, and was 
marked with all the brilliance and Splendor of military pomp and dignity. As 
the wedding party left the altar they walked beneath 26 crossed sabers of of~ 

ficers stationed at Rockwell Field. Following the ceremony a reception for 

‘ the bridal party and wedding guests was held at the Coronado Country Club, the 
bride cutting the wedding cake with her ‘husband's sword. 
Major Carl Spatz and Capt. H.M. Elmendorf returned to the Field December 
llth from Larigley Field, A cae where they eevee a'conference on Pursuit. 
tactics. 

_ Parachute training aw officers is in progress at the Field, and several 
live jumps were made during the past week. 

Mr. William L. Wimner, Asst. Radio Engineer, Signal Service at large ' 
Headquarters, 9th Corps Area, arrived at Rockwell Field December 16th for. tem- 
porary duty in connection with the installation of remcte control equipment 
at the Rockwell Field Radio Station. 

The Officers! Club, Rockwell Field, made elaborate — for..a large 
Christmas party for the children of the officers and non-commissioned officers 
of the Post. A large Christmas tree was erected in one corner of -the Club and 
. gaily decorated with Yuletide trinmings and gifts for the youngsters. Lieut. 
Robert E, Selff, Post Adjutant, was designated te act as Master of Ceremonies 
on this occasion, in other werds, to den.the garb cf Santa Claus. 

Col. H.J. Brees, 1.G.D., Inspector of the 9th Corps Area, is scheduled 
to. make the annual inspection one pe A of Rockwell Field about the middle 
of January. 


113th Observation Souadron, 58th Division wishin, 





; “Lieut. D.D. Watson, Seite’ Instructor, accompanied. by: Sgt. L.M. ‘Johnson, 
Set. Instructor | of this Organization, completed a tour,of the. Southwest in an 
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02-H for the purpose of obtaining some new ideas and to.form a basis of com- 
parison of various National Guard units. In spite of foggy weather all the way 
to Houston, Texas, and freezing weather all the way back, with considerable 
motor trouble thrown in, the itinerary was followed to the letter, with one 
exception - Birmingham, Alabama. From all accounts the outfit there is a pretty 
hot organization, but it had to be passed up, due to oneeptionally ‘bad weather 
in that locality. 

Four days were spent at Houston, Texas, aus to having the motor workeps over 
and waiting for the necessary nine feet of visibility. 

Sgt. Johnson learned considerably about the duties of an Air Series aahinne 
ic on this trip; at least his fingers were all blistered and skinned up when 
he came back. 

Lieut. Watson, also studied methods of ientnang and operations.of National 
Guard units in various states and came back full of good ideas that can't help 
but improve cur outfit, gecd as it is. 

The weather in Indianapolis for the past month was such: that operations 
were practically at a standstill, rain and feg every day. But it's an ill 
wind that blows ne gcecd. While the ships are: on the grcund they aren't burning 
any gas. The gas allewanco fcr this crganizaticn is inadequate fcr, the type 
of ships and the number of pilets we carry. Under the conditicns that exist 
at present our gas allewance permits cf a little less than twe hours per menth 
per pilet, which makes it extremely difficult tc maintain preficiency as a_ 
service pilct. Sc if the bad weather ccntinues fcr three mere days, we will 
have saved encugh gas tc take cff a three-ship fcrmaticn, fly ene heur and 
ferty-five minutes and land, dead stick. . 

_ Right now I wish to state, loud and strong, a fact. If there is any 
National Guard outfit in the United States that can beat this record, let's 
hear from them. In the three years the 113th operated from.Stout Field, under 
the command of Major R.F. Taylor, we have flown considerably over 10,000 hours. 
This includes all sorts of flying (except the hangar variety), night and day 
formation, cross-country, etc., without a forced landing through motor or me- 
chanical trouble or a serious accident. We would like to hear from any outfit 
that can beat that. . 





Luke Field, T.H., December 7th, 1929. 


Following out our recently adopted policy of broadening our activities 
through many inter-island training flights, Luke Field sent a flight of seven 
planes to Hilo on November 29th, returning to Luke Field the following day. 
Capt. Frank H. Pritchard, Lieuts. L.P. Holcomb, John H. Dulligan, Ulysses G. 
Jones, Eyrle G. Johnson and Thomas L. Gilbert formed the personnel of this 
flight, using three Amohibian planes, three Martin Bombers and one Keystone 
LB-5 Bomber.. 

_ Aloha flights were performed by this station for the U.S.A.T. GRANT, and 
the CHATEAU THIERRY as they entéred Honolulu harbor and again when they left 
for other ports. | 

Night flying has started as part of our regular training program, and 
missions from all the squadrons are performed on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. 

On November 2nd a Chandelle was held at the Palm Lodge on the Peninsula, 
and every officer from Iuke Field was present and enjoyed the program arranged 
by Major Maxwell Kirby, who presided in the capacity of Master of Ceremonies 
and Toastmaster. Several after dinner speeches were enjoyed, and a quartet 
offered some real harmony. Luke Field's popular orchestra provided good music 
before the dinner was served. A Chandelle will be held on the first Saturday 
of each month, and the officer who is returning to the States in that month 
will be Master of Ceremonies :and accept the gifted duties of Toastmaster. 

_ The following officers of the Air Corps, and their families arrived at 
this station on November 12th aboard the U.S.A.T. "CHATEAU THIERRY": 
Major Rae Houke, M.C.; Capt. Horacé N. Heisen; 1st Lieut. Joseph W. Benson; 
2nd Lieuts. Edgar T. Noyes, John H. Dulligan and Mark D.S, Steensen. 

This is Lieut. Bensen's secend trip to the Hawaiian Department for duty, 
having served here in 1923, 1924 and 1925. . 

Capt. Frank H. Pritchard, who has. been stationed at Wheeler Field. ain 
this Department; was transferred to luke Field for further duty. 

1st Lieuts.James F.J. Early and. Joseph W. Benson are attending the ‘School 
for Cocks ann. Bakers at Schofield Barracks, T.H. 
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lst Lieut. R.R.Brewn, Pest Exchange Oificer, is busy packing and preparing 
te leave for the mainland cn the January transpert. Licut. Brewn will be 
Stationed at Fert McePhcrsen, Ga., upen nis arrival in the States. lst Lieut. 


Harold F. Rouse will replace Lieut. Brown in his duties as Post Exchange’ Officer, : 


Luke Field is in the. midst of its‘athletic snorts and there reigns a high 
Spirit among the. squadrons who are competing for the Kuntz-Moses Trophy. The 
Fourth Observation Squadron had very little opvosition in winning the Basket- 
ball Championship, taking eight straight victories. The 23d Bombardment: Squad- 
rom finished in second place, the Staff in third place, the 72d Bombardment 
Squadron in fourth and the 65th Service Squadron bringing up the rear. 

From the outstanding stars of eden Squadron Luke Field team was picked 
to represent this station in the Sectér tournament. 

On November 2lst, an inter-squadron smoker was held and the eight bouts 
scheduled started the annual boxing svascn. Every beut on this card was fillcd 
with plenty of action, and the contestants displayed real art in the puglistic 
gamo. The 72d Bombardment Squadron carried away 100 points; the 4th Squadron's 
boxing toam came in a close socond with 90 points to their credit; the 23d 
Bombardment Squadren won 50 points, and the 65th and Staff teams took zero as 
their points. The largo crewd attending the smoker was well satisfied with 
the results and tne spirit displayed by the fighters. 

The following personnel cfficiated.at the smeker: Lieut. Dulligan, referee, 
Capt. Temple, Lieuts. Fester, Helccmb and Gillespic, judges. Lieut. Lewe, in 
charge cf the dcxing. “teams, arranged the beuts. so that every ccntest was ar- 
ranged on.an equal basis cf weig ght, OnE and experience omens the centest~ 
ants. 

The basketball ccurt is being recfed and upen its cempletion will previde 
an all weather arena in which to ‘hold Luke Field athletic activities, and en- 
listed men's dances. 

Over one tcn of Turkey was roasted to a King's taste for the enlisted men 
of this station on Thursday, November 28th. The Mess Sergeants were busy all 
‘week preparing the doomed fowls and baking cakes, puddings and nies. When the 
Mess Call was sounded, 800 scldisrs of the Air Corps, stationed at Luke Field, 
sat down to a Thanksgiving Dinner thet was arranged for them and which con- 
tained style, quality and quantity par excellence. 





San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Dec. 3lst, 1929 


Lieut. Charles E. Branshaw, Chief Engineer Officer of the Depot, returned 
to duty on December 22d from a spell of siciness at the Station Hospital, Ft. 
Sam Houston, Texas, beginning November 9th, and sick leave since December 6th. 
. & pleasant holiday occasion at the Post was the Dhristmas party held on 
Saturday, Deawmber 21st, for the personnel of the Depot and their families. 
Through the courtesy of Kelly Field, a band from that station rendered dolight- 
ful music; and a surprising amount of local talent was manifosted in the pre- 
sentation of various items of entertainment. Light refreshments were sorved, 
‘and the general. fecling of fellowship and Christmas spirit tended to make the 
affair a most successful one. 

x Capt. Walter H;-Reid, Air Coros Instructor with the Texas National Guard 
.. Qt Houston, Texas, Was among the visitors at this Depot during the month, cem- 
“ing in on the 13th and again on the 30th, for National Guard planes turned out 
af the Dege t. 





‘Selfriage Field, iit-. Clemens, Mich., January 8th. 


During: the month of Decemver, due to exceptionally bad weather which re- 
sulted from continuous rain, snew end high winds, it was pessible to perform 
_but very little flying. There were, in fact, 22 days during this period with- 
,out sunshine. -Of these 22 days, the metecrcelogist marked 10 of them danger- 
‘ous.for flying. After the heavy snows during the first part of the menth, 

; all Pursuit shids were equipped with skiis, and some intermittent flying per- 
formed. After a’few days, however, the weather warmed up and skiis had tc be 
taken ¢ff aid the:cld reliable wheels installed. Due te this bad weather, 

. Wery few pilcts visited this statien during the menth. «- 

‘Lieut :*°Bruner, flying an 0-2, arrived from Wright Field cn December end 

_and returned’ the fellewing day. Iieut. Quesada, with ene passenger, in an 
0-2, arrived frem Belling Field en December 4th returning via Pittsburgh on 
ie - 18 -. V-5959,A.C. 
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the 5th. lst Lieut. Julian B. Haddon, now stationed at Wright field and not so 
long ago Adjutant at this station, arrived here on the.8th and returned to 
Wright Field on the same day. 1st Lieut. Martinus Stenseth, formerly Command- 


“ing Officer. of the 17th Pursuit: Squadron, arrived from-Belling on the 26th. 
Lieut. Stranahan, also from Bolling, arrived the following day . Both officers 
‘were delayed by bed weather, but’ returned on the 30th. 


i?th Pursuit Squadron, Air Corps: The end of ‘the Holiday Season found us 
with quite a bit of activity, namely, preparations. for the trip to Spokane, 
Wash. Several ships were ‘returned from the Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot 
after being groomed for this event, ‘thus giving us'almost our full quota again. 
There was considerable flying on skiis, including the P-T on whieh skiis are 





mounted on the axle with the wheel. It does nicely and takes sine like a sea- 


plane, a step at a time. 
-Cross-countries this month were rather limited, due to eneyhegs of ships. 
However, Licut. R.D. Mcor, made hops to Toledo on the lst and 14th; Lieut. A.L. 


-Moore to Battle Creek and Lieut. Laurence W. Koons to Cleveland on the 14th; 


Major Ralph Rovce and Lieut. Paul W. Wolf on the 27th, left on a trip with 
Stops at Toledo and Columbus. 

Leaves of absence Were granted Lieuts. Coleman, Olds, Shanahan, Warburton, 
Estes, Giovannoli, Burns and Van Auken for the Christmas Holidays. Those who 
remained were guests of the Squadron for Christmas dinner, which was one of 
those kind more often thought of than eaten. 

Basketball practice is now well under way, with much enthusiasm and a 
great deal cf promise shown. Plenty of new equipment has been provided for 
the team and great things are hoped for this season. 

The Squadron will be very serry tc lose Liecuts. Aubry Moore and Max Warren, 
transferred tc the Training Center, San Antonio, Texas. We wish them "Haopy 
Landings" and a pleasant time at their now station. 

94th Pursuit Squadron, Air Corps: The 94th enjcyed a very excellent 
Christmas dinner this year, having all the cfficers and wives, ncn-ccmmissicned 
efficers and their wives and a large majcrity cf the enlisted persecnnel present. 

After spending over seven years with the 94th Sqdn., cut lst Set. Henry 
G. Wilkes, was premcted te the grade cf Mr. Sergeant and transferred tc the 
15th Obs. Sqdn. Sgt. Nathan W. Beacher is ncw cur lst Sergeant and is making 
the Wkwys step lively. Cpl. Charles Jauga was premcted tc the grade cf Sergeant. 
Pvts. lst Class Charles Pung and Edwin Olsen were premcted te the grade cf Ccr- 
peral, 

Lieut. Durward 0. Lewry was on leave fér seven days, spending a very en- 
jeyable time in the jack pines at Alpenam Michigan. Lieut. Thecdcre M. Belen 
was cn leave in Tennessee and reperted upcn returning that he slid mest cof 
the way after getting inte the meuntains. 

27th Pursuit Squadren, Air Cerps: Crelenel and Mrs. Chas. H. Danfcrth, and 
Captain and Mrs. A.J. Etheridge hencred the Squadrcn with their presence at 
the Thanksgiving dinner, Eight cfficers were recently assigned tc the Squad- 
ren; viz:- Lieuts. Beatner; Ramey} Smith,F.G.; Yest; Brewn; LeMay and Hegy. 

Having wen the Pest Fectball Champicnship, attenticn is new being turned 








»te developing an equally gccd basket tall team. Lt. Reger M. Ramey is in 


charge, assisted by Lieut. W.R. Mcrgan. 

Lieut. Heyt L. Prindle departed fer duty in the Hawaiian Islands. He 
decided te turn the trip inte a heneymeen shertly befcre leaving. We wish him 
all the haopiness in the werld. 

15th Observaticn Squadron, Air Cerps: Due te heavy centimued snew, the 
O-2's are being equipped with skiis instead cf wheels. 

Infermatien was received that the shertage of ships will sccn be relieved 
by the additicn cf eight 0-11's as replacement fer O-2's. In the meantime 
the ship shcrtage was scmewhat relieved by the loan cf 2 P-3's from the Pur- 
Suit Greup, ene cf which is equipped with skiis. 

Preceding the hep cn December 20th, the cfficers cf the Squadren had a 
"Dutch Dinner" at the quarters cf Lieut. and Mrs. J.T. Merris. 

Cpl. Langlands is in the Pest Hespital recevering frem a very sericus 
Siege cf pneumcnia. : 

Staff Sgt. Kretz left cn the transpert fer Hawaii as replacement fcr 
Staff Sgp. Mayers, whe has been assigned tc this crganizaticn. 
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Reckwell Field, Cércnadc, Calif., January 6th. 





All LB-7 Bembers, the Fekxer Transpert and ene Beeing P-12 Pursuit plane 
are being equinned with ccmplete radic sets. During a grcup flight to Crissy 
Field on December 27th, the Bombers, equipned with the first. radio sets to 
arriye here, maintained constant commumication with grcund stations on the 
coast, receiving weather reports:throughout: the entire journey. 

. Major H.H. Arnold, Chief-of the Field Service Section, Materiel Division, 
Was & most welcome: visitor at Rockwell Field, January 2nd to-.4th. While here 
he made an inspection of the Rockwell Air Depot. Major Arnold was the Command- 
ing’ Officer of Reckwell Field from March to May, 1919, and again from 1922 to 

1924, He is also the author of the Rockwell Field History. 

War Department orders were received transferring Lieuts. A.J, Mickle and 
K.A. Rogers, of ‘the 95th Pursuit Squadron, to the Air Corys Training Center 
for a course of instruction. Upon the completion thereof, about March lst, 
these officers will be assigned to March Field for duty. 
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